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Snowy River: Charlottes Pass To Guthega Pondage

Spencers Creek: Rest Area to Snowy Confluence 

8km (including 1km on Guthega Pondage)
2-6hrs
4+
Average 17m/km; Peak 41m/km
Narrow, approx. 4-10m wide
Ranging from meandering alpine stream to steep, granite boulders this blue 
alpine stream features technical creeking in a unique environment.
Apart from the obligatory portage around a rocky sieve, there are plenty 
opportunities for pinning and entrapment. There is pronounced diurnal flow 
variation often doubling in the late afternoon as the snow melts.  Note that 
there is a risk of massive flooding if any warm rain falls on the snow. 
Park at Charlottes Pass. Walk 750m down the Main Range Track to the river. 
Paddle across the Guthega Pondage. At the river right of the dam wall climb up 
the rocks to the gated gravel access track and walk up to the main Guthega 
Resort Centre. 
There is a walking track 100-300m up the river right bank, this meanders 
along the river all the way down to Guthega. No other car access. 
Either via the Link Road (unsealed, 19.5km)  via Blue Cow and Smiggins Holes, 
or if still closed due to snow then all the way back via Wilsons Valley (partially 
sealed, 37km).

If you can’t easily float at put in: Low;    If it looks high: High
No live gauge data.   Historic levels on the BOM website. Visual Gauge as 
marked on Map
Min 1.0m,      Good: 1.2m,     High: 1.5m,     Flood: NK   (Snowy @ Guthega) 
Min 8.5m2/s,  Good: 15m2/s,  High: 37m2/s,  Flood: NK   (Snowy @ Guthega) 

4km (followed by 2km on the Snowy, and 1km on the Pondage)
2-6 hrs
4+ 
Average 20, peak 52m/km
Narrow - approx. 4-10m wide
More rocky than the Snowy, but without mandatory portages make this an 
alternate option to the Snowy when the road is not yet fully open. 
Be ready for a complete change in character when you reach the Snowy and 
the flow doubles. 
Pinning hazards galore, with risk of massive flooding if any warm rain falls on 
the snow. 
Spencers Creek Rest Area
As per above
No other access, no walking trails before the Snowy. Thick scrub on both 
banks. 
As above, though both options are 3km shorter.

As above, though Spencer Creeks snow tends to melt off earlier in the Spring, 
so may have less flow later in the season. 

Length:
Time:

Grade of Rapids:
River Gradient:

Width:
Section Character:

Hazards:

Put In:
Take Out:

Other Access:

Shuttle Information:

River Level:
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Elements of this map including relief, transport and drainage have been sourced from NSW Government data sets. This work is licensed under a 
Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Australia License. For full license conditions visit: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/au/ Map Version 1.0  2024.10.15

G
.N

.
M

.N
.

N

This section of the Snowy is the only 
part of this once mighty river, still 
unrestrained and flowing in a near 
natural state. 
This is the highest elevation river 
system of its kind in Australia with 
unique scenery above the tree line, 
with endemic flora and fauna adapt-
ed to live in this harsh environment.
Don’t underestimate the changeable 
weather as snowstorms and blizzards 
have occurred even during the warmer 
summer months. 

'When paddling in this area consider that you are on the traditional lands of the Ngarigo people and consider acknowledging them as Traditional 
Owners and paying your respects to their Elders, past and present, and the Elders from other communities who may be with you today.'

Spencer Creek and Snowy RIver
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Grid North and Magnetic North are shown for 
Guthega Dam on this map. The Grid Magnetic 
Angle is 13.61° East and is correct for 2024.

0 km 500m 1 km
1:25 000

Contour Interval: 20 m
Horizontal Datum: GDA 94

Vertical Datum: AHD

UTM Zone: 55H 
Square ID: FV 

Grid refs start with East, then North
Portage Sieve: 55H FV 187 677

       Emergency Details:

       Mobile Reception:

Police:

Hospital:

Optus:

Vodafone:
Telstra:

Jindabyne - 40 min
(02) 6450 1900

Cooma - 1hr, 30 min
(02) 6455 3222

Charlotte Pass and Guthega, with patches 
upstream to Spencers Creek Confluence. 
As above.
As above, but also with some reception 
around Spencer Creek Rest Area.

Smiggin Holes 6.4km   Wilsons Valley 14km

   
   

Lin
k R

oa
d 

3.
6k

m

   
W

ils
on

s V
all

ey
 1

9k
m

Charlottes Pass

Wilsons 
Valley

Smiggin Holes

Perisher

Road

Alpine Way

Guthega Road

    Guthega 
 Pondage

Link   Track

Kosciuszko 

Island Bend

    
Sn

ow
y

River


