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Snowy River - Beloka

Rapid Descriptions:

Snowy River: Jindabyne Dam to Werralong Road Ford

++

Lakewood; anything goes.
Lone Pine; centre boulder at bottom drop undercut on the left.
Darlo’s Boof; big boof on river right or multiple option for smaller boofs on the 
left.
Bouncing Beloka; hard right is the harder line, with some sticky holes at high 
levels.
Boulder Garden; far right in the trees is a lower risk chicken line, but main 
run is in centre - both have a significant pinning hazard.
Jez and Joe’s Playwave; big symmetrical playwave with plenty of oomph 
even at moderate levels
Ben’s Abyss; it’s got water and stuff... and a hole in the bottom
Swaine’s Favourite; big hole at bottom right at high levels.
Upper El Paso; the middle/left grade 5 line goes, but the easier line on the 
hard right is favored by many paddlers. The boof/flare halfway down off the 
cliff has a recirculation at the base that will slow down smaller boats.
Lower El Paso; nice bouncy rapid.
Here Comes a Working; at high levels this hole becomes very retentive and 
most will find it impossible to boof, Surprise!

Elements of this map including relief, transport and drainage have been sourced from NSW Government data sets. This work is licensed under a 
Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Australia License. For full license conditions visit: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/au/ 
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12.6 km
IV 
6.5 m per km; wide
Biotite rich granodiorite
Fantastic class 3-4 section that has it all, boofs, technical sections, 
playwaves, large holes, a spectacular gorge and consistent whitewa-
ter.
Due to willow eradication quite a few dead rotting tree skeletons 
remain in the main channel with a possibility of straining and entrap-
ment. Cold, high volume water during releases increases the continuity 
of the rapids and the size of the features. 
Follow the tip access road past the water treatment and to the right 
along the Mowamba aqueduct trail, past Cobbin Creek and then the 
first right, towards the gate access to Lakewood Estate and parking 
there. Do not drive down the last hill to the river, walk down with your 
boat instead. Maintaining the vehicle track down that hill is expensive 
and vehicles tearing it up will mean all access could be lost. There is a 
faint walking track to the right hand side of the vehicle track, just to 
the right of a minor dry creek.
Drive to the end of Werralong road in the direction of Snowy River 
Cabins. Approximately 100m before the road crosses Iron Pot Creek 
there is a clearing on the right hand side of the road. Park here ensur-
ing that your vehicle is completely off the road. Do not use the micro-
brewery for access. 
Walking out here is not an option, big climb and all through private 
property. Just portage all the major rapids and paddle to your car.
47km 2WD via Berridale or Dalgety. 

Not a gauge per se, but rather the environmental release schedule 
published by Snowy Hydro. Use Google
Min 1700ML/day, Good 3000ML/day, High:8000ML/day Flood: 
13000ML/day

Length:
Grade of Rapids:

River gradient/width:
Rock Type:

Section Character:

Hazards:

Put in:

Pull out:

Escape:

Shuttle Information:

River Gauge:

River Level:

 Jindabyne
    1.3 km

Map Version 1.6    2025.2.16

0 km 500m 1 km
1:30,000

Grid North and Magnetic North are shown for 
Jindabyne Dam on this map. Magnetic 
Declination is 13.9° East, correct for 2024. 

Contour Interval: 20 m
Horizontal Datum: GDA 94

Vertical Datum: AHD

UTM Zone: 55H 
Square ID: FV 

Grid refs start with East, then North
Upper El Paso: 55H EV 535 630

'When paddling in this area consider that you are on the traditional lands of the Ngarigo people and consider acknowledging them as Traditional 
Owners and paying your respects to their Elders, past and present, and the Elders from other communities who may be with you today.'
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Beloka Gorge is formed where the 
Snowy River has cut its way into the 
Beloka Plateau and through Barneys 
Range. A couple times a year you 
can enjoy what once was a classic 
Australian big volume river. Prior to 
2010 this section was restricted to 
less than 1% of the natural flow, 
now approximately 20% of the flow 
is returned to the river facilitating a 
more normal riverine ecosystem and 
allowing enjoyment of this classic. 
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Emergency Details:
 

Mobile Reception:

Police:

Hospital:

Vodafone:
Optus:

Telstra:

Jindabyne - 30 min (Take Out)
(02) 6450 1900

Cooma - 1hr, 15 min (Take Out)
(02) 6455 3222

Only at upper car park.
As above and patchy at take-out.
Good outside the gorge, patchy 
within.
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Here Comes a Working

Boulder Garden

Werralong Road Ford

Lakewood3

4+

3

Swaine’s Favourite3+

El Paso4+

Bouncing Beloka 3+

Jez and Joe’s Playwave
3+

Ben’s Abyss
3+

3+

Darlo’s Boof
3+

Lone Pine
4+

Don’t drive past here
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