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Elements of this map including relief, transport and drainage have been sourced from NSW Government data sets. This work is licensed under a Creative 
Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Australia License. For full license conditions visit: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/au/ 

'When paddling in this area consider that you are on the traditional lands of the Ngarigo people and consider acknowledging them as Traditional 
Owners and paying your respects to their Elders, past and present, and the Elders from other communities who may be with you today.'

Thredbo - Above Skitube
Thredbo River: Dead Horse Gap to Thredbo

Thredbo River: Thredbo to Ngarigo (Afternoon Delight)

Emergency Details:

Mobile Reception:

6km  
4-8 hrs 
Continuous 4+ 
Average 34m/km; Peak 60m/km 
Narrow, approx. 5-10m wide
Steep creeking with few eddies and a heap of wood. Only runs when the rest of the thredbo is flooding, so expect similar conditions. 
No eddies, back to back grade 4+ rapids and significant risk of timber across an already narrow creek. This is the hardest section of the 
Thredbo. 
Dead Horse Gap
Any of the carparks in the village near the river. 
There are no options to get back to the road, but the Thredbo Valley Trail snakes along generally on the north side of the river, and can be 
walked to either end. 
4.5km one way via sealed roads. 
Visual. High enough to float. 

8.6 km 
3-5 Hrs
3+  to 4+
15m/km; peak 40m/km
Narrow - approx. 6-12m wide
This section is fairly continuous with only small pools to group up in. Named afternoon delight because afternoon snowmelt often brings the 
river into condition in the spring, and because this section is short enough to be paddled after work.  Don’t forget to get a NSW national 
Parks Pass. At higher water levels this section is very engaging and a terrible swim with impossible boat retrieval.
Tight lines and back to back rapids along with plentiful pinning potential. Watch out for timber in the rapids. 
Either up or downstream of the multi-pipe culvert where the Thredbo flows under the road. At some levels you can paddle through 
these. 
Ngarigo Campsite. Optionally run the rapid just below Ngarigo and walk back up to the campsite after. 
The Rangers Station. The Thredbo Valley Trail snakes along the side of the river, and can be walked to either exit. The 
Alpine Way is also not far to go up through the scrub. 
As short as it gets, 9km along the sealed Alpine Way.

Thredbo River below Treatment Plant Bridge.  Visual Gauge only. No live gauge data.  No Historic levels. 
Low: Can float down
Good: less than Bank Full - expect rapids at the grade
High: Bankfull, solid class 4, all the harder rapids in each gorge merge into one continuous rapid.

Length:
Time:

Grade of Rapids:
River Gradient:

Width:
Section Character:

Hazards:

Put In:
Take Out:

Other Access:

Shuttle Information:
River Level:

Length:
Time:

Grade of Rapids:
River Gradient:

Width:
Section Character:

Hazards:
Put In:

Take Out:
Other Access:

Shuttle Information:

River Level:

Police:

Hospital:

Vodafone:
Optus:

Telstra:

Jindabyne - 30 min
(02) 6450 1900

Cooma - 1hr, 15 min
(02) 6455 3222

Only Thredbo + below Diggings
Most of the River, patchy 
around Ngarigo 
As above

                                                                       Thredbo River: 
                                                          Ngarigo to Thredbo Diggings

Thredbo River: Thredbo Diggings to Skitube

4.5km 
3-6 hrs

4+
Average 17m/km; Peak 60m/km  

Narrow, approx. 4-10m wide
This section is either steep car-sized boulder garden, bedrock 

rapids or tranquil pools. There is no middle ground. 
Steep wood chocked rapids will need bank scouting and portages. 

Very thick scrub makes this a challenging endeavor. 
Anywhere at Ngarigo Campground

Thredbo Diggings Campground. The track down is steep.
The Thredbo Valley Trail winds parallel to the river on the right bank. 

A short 2WD trip along the Alpine Way - 4.4km. 

Visual only. Needs more water than you would expect to cover up the sieves in the 
gorge. If the first two rapids are a low scrape, then most of the Gorge will be a portage.  

2.3km 
30min

2
4m/km

15-20
This section is a meandering alpine stream interspersed with a few gravel races.  

Cold water, slippery rocks, potential for trees in the river.
At Thredbo Diggings campground

Carpark D at the Skitube - the gravel carpark closest to the river. Once at the Skitube entrance, follow signs to 
“Carpark D”, “Walking Track” and “Thredbo Valley Track”.

No road access but there are walking tracks on the southern bank. 
A short 2WD trip along the Alpine Way - 3.5km. 

Visual only. Pools navigable in lilos most of the year, but may need walking down gravel races. At high levels water speed can 
push into the banks making it less suitable for beginners. 

Length:
Time:

Grade of Rapids:
River Gradient:

Width:
Section Character:

Hazards:

Put In:
Take Out:

Other Access:
Shuttle Information:

River Level:

Length:
Time:

Grade of Rapids:
River Gradient:

Width:
Section Character:

Hazards:
Put In:

Take Out:

Other Access:
Shuttle Information:

River Level:

The Thredbo River is the largest 
unmodified alpine river in Australia. 
Flow is highly dependent on precipi-
tation and season, and the lower 
reaches of the River lie within the 
rain shadow of the Main Range with 
massively decreased annual precipi-
tation! The Thredbo flows almost 
entirely within the confines of the 
straight Crackenback Fault, a weak-
ness in the granite of the Snowy Moun-
tains Massif.  
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